
Ittasjriitgtflii Sentinel.
EDITED BY

VVM. M. OVERTON. CH. MAURICE SMITH,
AND BEVERLEY TUCKER.
CITY OF WASHINGTON'.

AP1UL 22, 1854.
ji&rLikuhut W'. Miaiuki.1 is our authorized

agent to receive subscriptions and advcrti.-ements,
in Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria.

Esfir Mk. Geokge L. French. Bookseller, King
.treet, Alexandria, is our authorised agent to re¬

ceive adveitisemen!* and aubscriptions. Single
numbers can be procured at bis counter every
a>orniog. .

CONGRESS.
The Senate was not in session yesterday.
Ihe House of Representatives laid 011 the

table the Senate bill to recompense the discov¬
erer of practical anaesthesia.

Mr. McDougal, from the Committee on the
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for
a semi-monthly mail from the Atlantic to the
Pacific ocean, and its consideration was post¬
poned until the first Monday in June.
The House wL*nt into Committee of the Whole

011 the bill settling the claims of the legal rep¬
resentatives of Richard W. Meade, deceased.
Without coming to a conclusion upon the sub¬
ject, the House adjourned until Monday.

SENATE A5D HOI SE PRINTING.
PATENT OKfr'ICE REPORT.

''We observe a paragraph iu some of the
papers to the effect thi.1 the application by the
Senate printer for a mandamus to require the
supe.iiiiendent of the public printing to deliver
to Jiitn the agricultual portion of 'the Patent
Off..a liepor', was resorted to in consequeuce
of me inability of the committee" on priming to
decide the question. In justice to the commit¬
tee, il is proper to state that they had 110 diffi¬
culty in deciding the questiou presented to
them. They were of opinion that it was a uiat-
tar which the law had devolved upon the su¬

perintendent, and that his decision was final."
The above is from the Washington Union of

yesterday, and we copy it for the purpose of
stating that it is (as sundry other publications
aud rumors of the past ten days have been) an

entire misrepresentation of the affair.
The committee were of the opinion that the

law did not allow an appeal to them in this
particular case, but did not express the opinion
that the decision was final and conclusive.
They simply decided the question before them,
and decided no other question. The sole ob¬
ject and intent of those who have been instru¬
mental in bringing the affair before the public
appears to be to prejudge the case, and prevent
a lair, just, and legal decision of the question.

That the priuting of the entire Patent Office
Report legally belongs to the Senate printer,
no person who is familiar with the law can

deny; and that the most disreputable efforts
have been made to deprive him of it, we may
soon take occasion to show.
Why the Union, at this particular time, just

one day in advance of the decision of Ihe court
on the application by the Senate printer for a

mandamus, should call public attenaou to the
subject, we will not undertake to say.
We have studiously forborne to allude to the

questious that have arisen between ourselves
aud the Union, ai:d had indulged the hope
that the Union would be restrained by the same

motives ot delicacy that operated on us. In
this, however, we have been disappointed. We
are perfectly willing to leave the decision of tho
question to the joint printing committee, or to
a jury, or to any umpirage properly selected.

MILITARY SUPERVISION OP CIVIL
WORKS.

The Lnion having yielded several material
points in the controversy now pending as to the
propriety 0! employing officers of the army to
do duty in various civil stations, we had hoped
i would, upou farther reflection, defer to the
popular will, aud surrender ali. But we are

disappointed, aud find that it3 editors take
shelter behind the armory question, and most

vigorously defend the propriety of retaining
that branch of the public service under the ex¬

clusive control of army officers. The proposi¬
tion of the» Union is, that the armories ou^ht
not to be classed among civil works ; and, in
that view of the subject, it refers to the laws or¬

ganizing the Ordnance department, to show
the nature of the duties imposed upon the ord¬
nance officers. These duties are to inspect and
prove arms, ammunition, and orther ordnance
stores, and to make contracts and purchases,
tind submit estimates under direction of the
Secretary of War. In no part of the laws to
which the Union refers us, can we find that the
duties prescribed for these officers embrace
the manufacture of muskets, rifles, and other
small arms. It is not, therefore, by the laws
organizing the Ordnance department, that the
armories are made military establishments, anv

more than tho private foundries where cannon

have been made, or the powder-mills from
whence tLe powder U3ed iu the army is ob¬
tained, are changed from their civil character
to mi t ry works.

J he na ioua' armories, if we remember right,
were esta jli»hed during the administration of
General Washington, and at his suggestion.
It was 110 part of his policy 10 place them under
military officers, or to regard them in any oth-r
view than as civil works, necessary to enable
the government to supply itself, by means of
its own " factories," as they were then called,
with its own arms for ilie defence of the coun¬

try. The Secretary of War, General Knox,
went so far as to suggest, in his report, the pro¬
priety of employing apprentices, with a view of
securing "expert workmen,''and thus impress¬
ing the ''factories" with au unmistakable civil
character. We do not know that this idea was

carried out; but nothing is more certain than
that they were commenced under civil superin-
detice, and so continued through Washington's
administration down after the organization of
the Ordnance department, and until the year
1941, when during the first month of General
liarrison's term the civil superintendents were

dismissed and ordnance officers appointed over

Miem. The next year, 1842, by almost super¬
human effort, Congress was induced to ratify
the action of the War Department and give its
Banction to the change.

If General Washington, with his experience
as a military officer, his practical wisdom as a

statesman, and his devotion in ali measures of

policy to the best interest of the country, had
deemed it wise and proper to subject the work¬
men in the national manufactories to the im¬
mediate control of military officers, he would

have so recommended; and his policy would
have been, perhaps, adopted. But he did no
»uch thing; and succeeding administrations
for forty years continued these establishment*
in the hands of faithful and competent civilians,
without any changc of the system which Wash¬
ington had instituted and approved.
We agree with the Union, that the compara¬

tive merits of the two svstems may be best
tested by the results, and without, for the pre¬
sent, presenting any new figures of our own,
with which wu are well supplied, we shall ex¬

amine those submitted by that paper. We give
the tables us they appear in the Union :

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.
Arms made. Expenditures

therefor.
During superintendence by
mil tary officers 1S3/700 $1,887,087 95

During; ail equal period of
mipermtelldelicts by civil¬

ians 165,9G7 2.100,056 20
HARPERS FERRY ARMORY.

Arms made. Expenditures
therefor.

Dur'ng "iiperintendence by
military officer* 129,454 $1,6129,541 31

During an equal period of
superintendence l>y civil¬

ian 143,189 2,114,570 02
T%e total expenditures during the same pe

riod, for machines, buildings, repairs, aud im¬
provements, were:

At Springfield. At Harper's
Ferry.

During superintendence
l<y military officers... .$486,865 44 $014,498 31

Duriug au equsl period
of superintendence by
civilians 188,521 S9 374,046 40
The conclusion from this exhibit is, that the

expenditure of public mouey in the manufac¬
ture of arms is much greater under the civil
than under the military system. .But, it'will
be ooserved, that no enumeration of the ele¬
ments which makeup the aggregate cost of
manufacture is made, aud the reader is left to

conjecture of wlmt items the pums total are

composed. It may be the naked appropriation
for that purpose, with no part of the expense
for tests, repairs, new machinery, &c., or it may
include a portion of the sum expended for these
purposes. The rule adopted by the department
is arbitrary, and may be uSed to produce any
result most desired. But let us analyze these
tables for a moment, aud see what results are

produced :

EXPENDITURES VNDER MILITARY SI STEM.
For manufacture of arms at Spring¬

field $1.SS7,G57 95
For manufacture of arms at Harper's

lerry* 2,829,541 31
For "repairs, improvements, and
new machinery, at Springfield.. 4S6,S65 44

For "repairs, improvements, und
$ new machinery," at Harper's lerry 614,498 01

$4,blS,593 41
EXPENDITURES TNDER CIVIL SYSTEM.

For manufacture of nrnis at Spring-
^

field $2,100,056 20
For mnnulaciure ol arm's at Harper's
ferry 2.114,570 02

For "repairs, improvements, and
new machinery," ut Springfield.. 183,521 69

For "repairs, improvements, and
new machinery,'* at Harper's ferry 371,016 46

$1,777,194 57
Excess of expenditures under mili¬

tary system over civil 41,39S 44
To ihib sum should l>e added 870,000 00
For pay of military officers, in command, which
is admitted to have been received by them
out of appropriations for the pay of the army,
and not included above, while the salaries of
the civil superintendents are estimated in the
sum charged to the civil system; making the
total excess §111,398 44.

Th<» special appropriations under each sys¬
tem, ritand as follows:

.' military.
At Springfield armory $!S6.860 44
At Harper's ferry armory 614.493 31

$1,101,363 75
civil.

At Springfield armory S1SS.521 89
At Harper's ferry armory 374,040 46

$562,548 35
Excess of expenditure by The mili¬

tary over civil system $538,795 40
Thus under the head of "repairs, improve¬

ments and new machinery".the purposes for
which these special appropriations are made by
Congress.the military superintendents have
expended nearly twice as much money in the
same period as the civil. This resubmit will
be remembered, is shown from ther own fig¬
ures.

Every man in the least degree acquainted
with the mechanic arts knows that, within the
last twelve years, the period covered by the
military system, immense improvements have
been made, not only in mechanic skill, but in
machinery and all the facilities of manufacture-
Indeed, it may be safely said, that during no
similiar period iu the history of our country
have such rapid strides been made in every
branch of the mechauicarts. With more than
a million of dollars at their command.
with the benefit of the most improved ma¬

chinery, the increased experience of work¬
men, and a thousand facilities which were un¬

known duriug the period of civil superintend-
cncy at the armories, for the rapid and perfect
execution of work.how happens it that the
expense to the government of keeping up these
armories is greater now than it was twelve
years ago? If, as is asserted, military superin¬
tendence is more economical, and military offi-
cer-< are 60 much belter fitted for the manage¬
ment of the armories, with these great advan¬
tages over the1 civil superintendents, surely a

better showing than this sh >u!d be made. Ci¬
vilians during 12fc years spent only $302,000
tor new machinery and equipments; while for
the tame period the military spent $1,101,000.
Besides, the military supervisors had the bene¬
fit of the expenditures for machinery and im¬
provements made under-the previous civil su¬
perintendence. To what extent this last sum
was calculated to increase the capacity of the
armories, with all the advantages of improvedmachinery during that period, can scarcely be
estimated ; and yet it is a lamentable fact that
they ha\e not kept pace with the improvements
in similar establishments sustained by privatecitizens!
We have before us a statement made on oath,

before the late commission at Springfield, by
the Hon. Henry D. Smith, one of the commis¬
sioners, aud a practical mechanic, who " was

personally engaged for twenty five years in
making contract arms for the government," in
which the condition of several private armories
is noticed. He says :

" The manayement of all the private armories
above alluded to is, to al) appearance, good.
equal,-if not superior, to that of-the Springfield
armory ; and the imj'rocements in the machine¬
ry, lentil, and «iworkmanship hace been greater
than in the national armory at .vprinojield."

This is the sworn statement of a practical
manufacturer of arms, of great experience, in-

telligence and high character, honored with
the confidence of the President, and iufinitely
better qualified to decide questions of this tind
than any of your mere men of science with no

practical ability. But, fortunately, the proof of
this important truth depends not aloue upon
the testimony of Mr. Smith. The commission¬
ers at Spriugfield not only had ocular demon¬
stration of the fact, but many disinterested wit¬
nesses corroborated his statement.
As regards the cost of the arms, uuder each

system, there is and always will be, a difference
ot opinion, until the rule by which it is to be
eslim&led shall be fixed and agreed upon. The
ordnance department has one mode of calcula¬
ting, while business men in like employment
have unother. We sqe no reason in the world
why the expenditures for stylish quarters,orna¬
mental grouuds, and other uitnecessary extra¬

vagances should not enter into the calculation,
since government has to pa/ for them.

But, if the testimony of experienced men is
to be believed, it is not true that the cost to the
government was greater under the civil system
than it is now. Even if it was, there would
be good reasons, not affecting the efficiency of
the system, why it should have been greater.
As we have fully shown above, the military sys¬
tem had immense advantages over the civil in
the extent of the appropriations, tht) increased
skill of worlflhen, and the improved character
of tools and all kinds of machinery. Work¬
men, from their increased facilities, do infinite¬
ly more work for less money than they did
under the civil system, and the item of wages
is thus greatly reduced. Materials cost no

more now than they did then ; and, though it
is estimated that the labor iu making a musket
costs three dollars and twenty-nine cents less
now, no corresponding reduction is made in
the aggregate cost of the arm.
The Union speaks of the '. old modeV as an

inferior arm, and gives the military system
credit for the " newmodel,'} which is represented
as far superior. It is hardly fair to institute
such a comparison, with a view of disparaging
the civil system, when both models were pre¬
scribed by the ordnance board, and without
their authority the civil officers had no right to

change the oue for the other. Of the troops
under Generbl Taylor at the memorable battle
of Buena Vista, there were but two regiments
armed with the " new model" while every other
one used thb "oM model," and we have heard
no complaint of their inefficiency. The idea
that the arms manufactured under military su¬

pervision are superior in workmanship, is
grossly erroneous, and we make the assertion
with the utmost confidence that we can main¬
tain it. The commission at Springfield had
the arms of both periods before them, with
competent practical armorers to strip them,
and explain the excellencies or defects of their
respective parts.
The testimony is published, and we have it

now before us. We have not room to quoW
from it, or we would lay copious extracts be¬
fore our readers. Suffice it, tlmt the testimony
was sufficient to convince every man on the
board, except the two military officers, that the
" workmanship on those made in 18")3 was far
inferior, in many important particulars, to
those made in 1840."
As an evidence of the uniformity of con¬

struction, and as exhibiting the superior per
fection of the arms made uuder the military
system over those made under the civil, the
Union quotes from a r<?port of the inspector of
armories, on the subject of certain damaged
arms, whiah were taken to pieces at Harper's
Ferry, and their several parts found to inter¬
change with great exactitude. The evident
object is, to create the impression that this fa¬
cility of interchange of the several'elements
of an arm is due to the skill and science of
the military superintendents who have brought
the manufacture of arms to admirable perfec¬
tion. Nothing eouTU be more unjust. That
credit is due to the civil system, and the official
reports of the War Department, made long be¬
fore the military system was instituted, abund¬
antly show it. But we have before us a very
able report upon this very suited, made to the
House of Representatives on the 12th day of
January, 1839, by the Hon. Win. Cost John¬
son, which is so much in point that we cannot
forbear to make an extract. This, it will be
observed, was more than two years before the
military superintendents were appointed at the
armories:

'. The most experienced transatlantic officers
and artisans admit that the muskets and rifles
now made in the United States are superior, in
point of finish and usefulness, to the best mude
in Europe. So perfect and improved has been
the system adopted in our factories, that we
have accomplished what a board of French
officers pronounced a desideratum thnt was im¬
possible. They thought that it was impossible
so to make a musket, that a part of the work
made fur one would suit or fit the residuary
part, made in another shop or factory, and bv
different hands; that the springs and screws,made to suit a given lock, could be made with
such uniformity and precision as to answer for
the corresponding parts of a different lock.
They thought that, it part of a musket was lost
or injured, there could not be taken a similar
part of another, and make it. quadrate with all
its uses, but that the aid of a mechanic must
be employed or the musket be discarded.
Such is or has been the fact with the arms
made in France, because the filings of the
various parts are regulated ehiefiv bv the eye.This is not the case in our national factories.
The system of machinery is reduced to such
perfection that every part of a musket and rifle
is made with such nice precision and accuracy,that every strew or spring, made for a given
part or purpose, will tit every musket or rifle
that is made in each of the public factories.
Take any part of u musket made in theSpring-field factory, and it will be precisely, in cverv
particular, like those parts made at Harper'sFerry. All the parts of two muskets m<iy be
taken asunder, though one be made at Harper'sFerry and the other at Springfield, and thrown
into an indiscriminate mass, and there may be
taken from the heap thus blended, at random,
the component parts ofa musket, and these puttogether; and Ine musket thus formed will be
as perfect as precision can be, although halfthe
musket be made at one factory and the other
half af the other. The chief of the Ordnance
department has frequently tried the experi-
roent with success, ilence a musket or pistolmade in the public factories of the United
States is almost indestructible; for, from the
tragments of arms on a battle-field, a musket canreadily be put together as perfect as when firstmade.

lhe improvements made in the rifle are
sj greater. 1 lie common rifle can be loadedand discharged but twice in a minute, whileHall s rifle, n.ade at Harper's Ferry, which re-ceived the load at the breech, can be loadedand discharged eijht times in the same spaceof time. r

It thus appears that under the civil superio*

tendency had been already accomplished, what
did not strike the military inspector at Har¬
per's Ferry until 1852 as anything very re¬

markable, a desideratum winch French officers
pronounced impossible. To such perfection
had the workmanship beeu carried at the arm¬

ories in 1839, that even transatlantic officers
aud artisans could not withhold their praise of
its excellencc. The report of Mr. Johnson
shows great fufhiliarity wit& the subject, and is
a deserved tribute to the skill and genius of the
worthy citizeus whose work he applauds.

If the Union understood the condition of the
workmen employed at the national armories, it
would know better how to appreciate the diffi¬
culties under which they labor, and the com¬

pulsion by which they are restrained from
leaving whenever they choose. The necessi¬
ties of their occupation often compel them to
submit to wrongywhich other mechanics would
not endure. The system of dividing labor in
the manufacture of arms is such that a work¬
man is confined to a single branch, and learns
no other. It is an important object for him,
then, to have a permanent place in the armo¬

ry; for if discharged, employment cannot easily
be had in his line, and he must either learn a

new trade or starve. This is the dread alter¬
native which arbitrary dismissals, for trivial
and unimportant causes, may sometimes pre
sent to a worthy and accomplished mechanic.

If the editor of the Union, instead of drawing
his information from those "prejudiced or in¬
terested" in sustaining military supervision
over the armories, would take the pains to in¬
quire of those who have suffered from military
rule, either at Harper's Ferry or Springfield, he
would find that their objectiqps to the system
are not confined to mere rules restraining them
from reading newspapers, or engaging market¬
ing. These are trivial matters, of which they
never complained; but which are repeated by
the military advocates with untiring pertiuacity,
while graver and more serious objections are

unnoticed. To all reasonable rules, the armo

rers have always given cheerful obedience: tc
those which are vexatious, arbitrary, and un

reasonable, it would be unreasonable to expect
them to submit. Command and obedience an
words which belong to the camp ; they are un
known in their military sense in the workshopi
of the American mechanic. But it matter'
not whether the charges of " petty tyranny'
and " despotism " are true or not, as appliec
to the military commandants at the armories
It is enough to know that the citizen mechanic:
of the country have an instinctive repugnance
to all that savors of military rule; that they hatt
and loathe it when applied iu civil pursuits
and can never be patient and satisfied under it
It is a creditable and patriotic feeling, and the
government shouTd so far respect it as to re

lieve itself instantly of all agency in the con

tinuance of the system which offends and pro
vokes that feeling.

v
ITEMS OF SEWS.

«

The Commercial Convention'.Regatta..
The citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, will
long be remembered by the delegates of the
convention for their strenuous endeavors to en¬

tertain their visitors by every' description ot
rational amusement. The balls, excursions,
&c., in honor of the occasion were gotten up
in a style indicative of taste and liberality, and
contributed in a high degree to compensate
for the frowns of the storm-king.
On Saturday a grand regatta took place in

the harbor, in the presence of an immense con

course. The scene on the East Battery was

most animated, although the wind, blowing
almost a gale, prevented the sport being so ex¬

cellent as it otherwise would have been.
" The cotnmfttee would have wished, under

the circumstances, to have postponed the re

gatta until some morefavorable day; but, (earing
that the members of the convention could not
then be preseut, they resolved to proceed, and
the day's racing came off in the following order:

"first race.
"Sail boats (not exceeding 8 tons.).Prize,

silver cup, value at $30.
" Undine, 27 feet long, 8 tons.W. E. Snowden.
"Sluggard, 25 feet long, G| tons.II. E. Vin¬

cent.
"Ida, 28 feet long, 7 J tons, J. R. Lachicotte.
"The Spray and Louisa were entered; but,

being light weight, had to be withdrawn, iu
cousequence of the rough weather.
Undine started at 4h. 33m. and first
round came in at 4b. 53}m. . . 20Jm.

Second round came in at 5b.
12m. 18im.

Total 39 m.

Sluggard started at 4h. 27£m., and first
rouud came in at 4h. 48Jm. - - 21 m.

Second round came in at 5h. §m. . 19jm.
Total 40Jm.

Ida started at 4h. 41 Jm., aud first round
came in at 5h. 9m. - 17Jm.

Second round came in at 5h. 29Jm. . 20Jm.
Total 47jm.

"Distance of the two rounds, about 6 miles,
blowing almost a gale, aud the boat under
double-reeled sail the first round. During the
second round the Ida shook out the reel) and
made better time.

"SECOND RACE.

"Row-boats, (not exceeding 6 oars.) Prize,
$50.

"Unexpected, ("The Sonth State,") 40 feet
long, G oars, plank, Gr. H. Davenport.

"Joaquin, 35 feet long, G oars, plank, S. N.
Bailey.

"C/ticora, 35 feet long, 4 oars, plank, R. B.
Chapman.

"Bicla, 2G feet long, 4 oars, canoe, N. Bis-
choff.
"The Unexpected came in first, the Joaquin

second; Chicora and Bicla distanced, ltace
not timed.
"The pilot-boat skiff race did not come off."

More Gifts..What a kind-hearted man is
Josian Per'uam ! His charitable spirit is never

at rest. A third "gift enterprise" has been in¬
stituted in Boston under his direction. The
principal "gifts" are a " valuable farm,'" the
trotting mare " Lilly Dale," and a "perpetual
loan"' of ten thousand dollars.

Edward De Leon, formerly associate editor
of the Southern Press, ot' this city, has bron
confirmed by the Senate as consul-general to
Alexandria, in Egypt. Mr. De Leon is a gen¬
tleman of fine literary acquirements, and we

hope to see seme " Egvptian" sketches from
bis graphic pen.

A New Book, entitled "Spirit Manifesta¬
tions Examined and Explained," by John Bovee
Dod, has just been issued by DeWitt 4 Daven¬
port, New York. It is said to be a complete
refutation of J udge Edmonds's theory.

Corrtspoiibnttc.
Arrival of the Asia.New York all astir.Offi¬

cial announcement of the Apprenticeship Sys¬
tem in Cuba.Opinions ofa Cuban Refuyee
.The Late Dreadful Storms, and the Awful
Shipwrecks alony the Coast ofJersey.Fate
of the Steamship City of Glasyow.

New York, April 20, 1854.
The European war is now the great Mael¬

strom which absorbs everything within the
world-wide sphere of its action. This morning,
in expectation of the steamer Asia, Wall street
was dormant, the bulls were quiet, and even
the bears were anxiously waiting the news.
The whole city appeared to be in a sort ol sus¬

pense, awaiting the intelligence by the steam¬
er. Happening to be at the corner of Ful¬
ton and Nassau streets, between the Herald
and Sun oflices, about twelve o'clock, 1 ob¬
served that there were groups of newsboys at
both corners in anxious conversation. Pres¬
ently the heavy report of a pieco of artillery
came booming up from the North rtver; it
was the Asia's gun, announcing her arrival.
Instantly the newsboys took off their caps and
gave three cheers; and an hour later, althoughthe steamer brings very little news, the streets
are musical with the cries of '. Extra Herald
" Extra Sun," 44 Got the arrival of the Asia,"and all the town is astir. Aud thus the inter
est will continue to increase as the nations oi
Europe become more deeply engaged in the
awful horrors of the struggle before them,
What the end may be, God' only knows; bul
the believers in republican principles aud the
prospects of " manifest destiny" are full of hopeand confidence, and think that there is 4> a goodtime" very near at hand for what Kossuth was
in the habit of styling 44 the solidarity of the
peoples." No doubt the old rotten despotismsof Europe will be terribly shaken, if not utterlydestroyed, before this tremendous convulsion it
over. Shall we entirely escape the contagion';Who can answer the questiou?
You will see, by the last advices from Ha¬

vana, that the apprenticeship system is fairly in
operation in the island of Cuba, under the offi¬
cial sanction of the government. This is,
therefore, the practical beginning of "the Afri¬
canization of Cuba." I have seen this morn¬
ing an intelligent Cuban refugee, and a man ol
wealth and influence among the Creoles of the
island, who says that the question is now fairlypresented, upon which, the future destiny oi
Cuba is to determined. If the United States
pause now, said he, the permanent establish

. inent of the emancipado system, comprehend
i ing the rapid abolition of slavery, will rendei
. Cuba as repulsive to the south as Jamaica
t What can we do with an island of free negroes

except to make it a refuge for the fugitives of the
Gulf States, and the centre of future insurrec¬
tions among the ignorant blacks of Alabama
Louisiana, Floiida, and Georgia? Withoul
undertaking to answer this Cuban, I may sa)that the commercial interests of this city be
ing identified with the Cuban question in its

( southern aspects, we are very anxious to knov
s whether our government intend to appropriatethe golden opportunity, or to let it pass away

never to return. Cun you, gentlemen of th<
' Sentinel, give us any light upon the subject?The late dreadful storm has left the mos
. heart-rending evidences of its violence alonj
. our sea-coast. The wreck of the ship Pow

hatan, with upwards of two hundred souls oi
board, every soul lost, of the Manhattan, th<
Underwriter and others, between Shindy Hool
and Cape May, render in a fearful account o
the ravage^ of the wild sea along the Jersey
breakers, in the number of dead bodies washec
ashore. There are men in town from th<
scenes of these disa-ters whose reports of tin
wreck, and of their observations among the
dend bodies, give us the most painful ideas erf the
sufferings and horrors which the doomed pas
sengers and seamen must have undergone, be¬
fore their sufferings were ended among the
merciless waves. Think of a stout ship lyingfor two daj s among the breakers, with over twe
hundred souls on board, and then broken te
pieces by .the rush of the devouring billows
with not a soul from the wreck left alive to tel
the tale, and nothing of the wreck itself to be
seen but a few broken fragments of the shipcarried to the shore upon the surf. How painful the reflection that here were hundreds o
emigrants, who, after weathering in safety the
tempestous Atlantic, were wrecked nnd swal
lowed up within a stone's throwof their promisedland of deliverance from bondngc !
Now, what should our government do to

guard against these disasters? The duties of
humanity nrs paramount. Between SandyHook and Cape May, along the coast of New
Jersey, the sea ii sllullow; and here, when a
storm is driving towards the land, the ocean
waves run over the smooth sand with irresist¬
ible violence. Nothing but a strong steamer
or a life-boat can live in them. The TreasuryDepartment, therefore, should have one or two
steam revenue-cutters, adapted to the duty of
rescuing the people from ships that'are driven
upon the shoals before they are torn to pieces;and they should be located between New York
and the mouth of Delaware bay, to meet such
emergencies as those of the,late storm. Prop¬
erly provided with life-boats and the necessary
appliances, a good stout steamer, if she had
failed in towing the Powhatan out into deep
water again, might have rescued every soul on
board.

After the most stormy and disastrous winter
within the memory of living man in these lati¬
tudes, We had hoped that, with the late savage
snow-storm of nearly four days' duration, there
would follow a glimmering of spring. We had
such a glimmering yesterday, but it was

nothing more.
In the afternoon the sky was overcast, and

to-day we have a cold and dismal rain, good
,to all appearances for two or three days dura¬
tion. This continuous outpouring ofsnow, hail,
and rain, must seriously embarrass the springwork of our farmers, and at a period, too,
when their extra exertions will be required on
a large scale, to supply the extraordinary wants
in breadstuff's nnd provisions . of the European
belligerents during the coming summer.
The Asia brings no tidings of the steamship"City of Glasgow," which left Liverpool for Phil¬

adelphia, on the 1st of March, with four hun¬
dred passengers on board. Where is she?
Gone down, perhaps, among Ahe icebergs, or
blown up, or sunk from a lenk ; or, it may be,
driven off her track, and safely moored in
some distant port. This last supposition is the
la*t hope for her. Nothing has been heard from
her.nothing seen of her upon the sea. Let
us hope that the story of the 44 President," of
which never a vestige was recovered, will not
be the mysterious fate of the "City of Glasgow."Let me close here for the present. It is
hardly fitting, after discoursing upon these sad
disasters of the stormy ocean, to touch upon
lighter topics. Let us be ready for brighter
skies and better tidings. ADVANCE.
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Congressional.
THIRTY-THIRD CONtiRl^S.

FIRST SESSION.

Friday, April 21, 1861.
The Senate was not in session to-day.

House of Representatives.
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com¬

munication Iroui the Secretary oi' the Treasury,
enclosing estimate* fur the marine hospital at Suti
Francisco. Laid on the luble, and orilcred to be
printed.

ANESTHESIA.

The bill from the Senate, to recompense the
discoverers of practical anaesthesia, was taken up,
when
Mr. HAMILTON moved that it be referred to

the Committee of Claims. He remarked that, if
there were a better attendance of members, he
should move to lay it upon the table.
Mr. B1SSELL proposed that the bill be sent to

the Committee on Military Affairs.
Mr. LETCHER expressed the hope that the

bill would not be scut lo the Committee of Claims.
He did not cousider this any claim at all; let it go
to some other committee.
Mr. EDGERTON said that, during the last Con¬

gress, the subject was under the consideration of
ihe Committee on Military Affairs, and should
be sent there now. The Committee of Claims
know nothing about the case, nor do they wish to
know.
Mr. LETCHER wished to make a proposition.

He believed there are a dozen doctors in the
House, and they should be organized into a spe¬
cial committee to lake charge of the subject.
Mr. B1SSELL gave a single reason why the bill

should be referred to the Committee ou Military
Atl'uirs. They who have looked into the matter
have noticed that the memorialists, whoever they
are, claim something on account of this article, the
anaesthetic agent, having been used in the army,
in,the mode discovered or iutended to be applied
by them.
Mr. HAMILTON, without intendng to dispar¬

age the Committee on Military Affairs, preferred
tliHt ihe bill should be sent to the Committee ot
Claims. This is a private claim. The bill appro¬
priates one hundred thousand dollars to the dis¬
coverers of the anresthelic agent, aud the benefit
of the latter is to go the entire people of the
United Slates, when the money shall have been
paid from the treasury. There are live or six
gentlemen claiming the credit of the discovery,
and Ihey are, by the bill, required to contest their
claim before the circuit court for the northern
district of New York, without cost to them. It
the discoverers have rights, they should maintain
them under the patent laws of the Uuiied Stales.
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the bill

Re laid upon the table; and the question having
been taken, it was decided in the affirmative.yeas
82, nays 4(5.
He moved to reconsider the vote'and to lay that

¦"motion upon the table.
Mr. J31SSELL appealed to the gentleman to

withdraw the motion; but
Mr. JONES refused to do so.
Mr. B1SSELL said it was scarcely respectful to

dispose of the bill thus summarily.
The question on the motion of Mr. JONES was

put and decided in the affirmative.yeas 62, nays
40.

MAILS TO AND FROM CALIFORNIA.

&r. McDOUGAL, from the Committee on the
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill pro¬
viding for a weekly mail service between the At¬
lantic and San Francisco. It was read lor in¬
formation, nud embraces the following features :

1. The Poslmaster General is authorized and
directed to contract with the lowest and best bid¬
der. alter the usual advertisement, forthe transpor
tation of the United States mails from New York
Philadelphia, or Baltimore, and from New Orleans
to fcan Francisco, and from San Francisco lo New
York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore, by the most ex¬

peditious and practicable route.
2. The service to be semi-monthly, under sue!

direct ons as may be prescribed by tfie Poslma.-tei
General, or a weekly mail each way, provided
thai ihe entire cost shall not oxctfed $25l).00J pei
annum.

3. No contract under the provisions of this ael
shall be lor more than four years, and the Post
masler General is authorized to make a new con¬
tract whenever greater expedition can be be se*
cured.

4. All laws now i«i force authorizing the Post
master General to impose hues and penalties for
failures in mail carnage, are made applicable tc
any contract which may be entered into in pursu¬
ance of this act.
Mr. McDOUGAL said that necessity demands

there shall be a weekly mail service, and that the
bill hHd been prepared with much care. He
wished to have the measure fairly submitted, and
to afford every opportunity for due consideration;
therefore, he moved to postpone the further con¬
sideration i-f the subject until the first Monday in
June, and that the bill be printed.
The motion was agreed to.

PRIVATE CALENDAR.

The House resolved itself into a Committee ol
the Whole, and proceeded to the consideration ol
the bill for settling the claims of the legal repre¬
sentatives of Richard W. Meade, decea?ed.
Mr. CHANDLER spoke in favor of the bill, ar¬

guing that our government, by virtue of treaty
stipulation, is under obligation to pay the claim,
between thrue and four hundred thousand dollars,
arising from certain commercial transactions in
Spain thirty years ago.

Mr.. JONES, of Tennessee, replied, denying
that this government had assumed the liquidation
of this debt.

Mr. GtRRIT SMITH brieily spoke in favor
of the bill under consideration.

Mr. GIDD1NGS, regretting deeply that he came
in conflict with his excellent friend, (Mr. Smith.)
opposed the measure, contendingthat this govern¬
ment does not owe Mr. Meade A cent.
Without disposing of the subject, the committee

rtfse,
And the House adjourned till Monday.

presentation of memorials.
Mr. LINDSLEY presented the memorial of one

hundred and four citizens of Vermillion, Erie
county. Ohio, praying for an appropriation for the
repair of the east pie.* of the harbbr of that place.
Referred to the Committee on Commerce.
Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island, presented the

memorial of citizens of Providence, Rhode Island,
protesting against military auperiiitendoncy of na¬
tional armories.

(tommnnicalti).
Messrs. Editors: My attention having been

attracted by an editorial in a late number of
the Sentinel to the professional skill of Dr.
Levi, of Paris, who is at this time on a piofes-
sional visit to Washington, 1 called toseejiim;
and,-having a patient in my family who has
long been a martyr to the painful disease which
he professes to cure, I did not hesitate to call
his attainments into requisition. Suffice it to
say, that he operated in the case without the
slightest pain to the patient; and, although
nearly a week has elapsed, she has haa no re¬

turn of the distressing affliction under which
she has so long labored. I believe that the
cure is perfect; und would therefore recommend,
to all who are thus afflicted, to give the doctor
a trial. Dr. Levi is a retrularly educated phy¬
sician, and he comes to Washington with testi¬
monials of character and professional success
which entitle him to expect the public patron-
nge. Let no one be deterred from calling upon
him by the invariably but just outcry against the
miserable pretenders who go through the coun¬
try professing magic powers in the euro' of
corns, whose only claim to public toleration is
to be vindicated by the accuracy of the esti¬
mate which they place on the value of their ser¬

vices to the afflicted. If they do no good, which
is invariably the case, they at least put a light
tariff upon the sufferers for their folly in seeking
relief lrom such sources. Dr. Levi does not

practice upon that principle; and, as he per¬
forms what ho promises, his charges will be re¬

garded as very moderate by those who know
what it is to suffer from corns.

AN ENEMY OF CORNS.

[The name of the writer is lefl with the edi¬
tors of the Sentinel, and ho inviles those who
desire more particular information to call upon
him personally.]

J GOLDSBOROUGH BHUFF, Designer
a and Draughtsman, in every branch.

West aide 10th street, next to K
Jan 24.lm Washington City.

Jortigtt Jitlclligttut.
DETAILS BY TIllC ASIA.

The royal muil steamer Asia, with Liverpool
dates to Saturday, the lbth instant, l>eing three
day* later than the advice# by the Arctic, arrived
at Mew York on Thursday, 01 12& o'clock.
The Arabia arrived out ou the morning of the

8th. The steamer Washington arrived at South¬
ampton on Saturday.
The Asia passed on the aAernoon or the loth

the steamer Canada, and on the '20th, at 3 o clock,
a. m-, signalized the steamer Europu.
A inan named Jioache beett as l ho

assassin of the Dukeot Parmn.
1- iuin the Heat of War..The Russians aro

dismantling their fritresses on the Island of Ak-
land, at the mouth of I he Gulf of Finland.
The navigation of the Gulf ol Finland is now

open a# far as St. Petersburg,.the ice no longer
tonning an obstruction.

It is now rumored that Austria will make the
crossing of the Balkan mountains by the Russiuus
a cause of war.
The English and French governments entirely

reject I be pro|>oj*als of l lie Czj^r, founded ou hu
letter to the King of Prussia.
A despatch from Berlin says that the negotia¬

tions between Austria und Prussia were not yet
clo>ed, but Prussia had joined in a protocol signed
at Vienna on the 3d of April between Great Bri¬
tain, France, and Austria.

In the House of Commons, on l-riday. Lord Kns
.ell confirmed the statement ihat Austria was con¬
centrating troops on the frontiers of Servia, but as

negotiations were still in progress he could uot
state what course Austria would pursue.

April S6lh is appointed as a national fast day
throughout Great Britain.

.The London Gazette contains an order in coun¬
cil, dated the 7th of April, stating that the Kussiau
merchant vessels, which at this dale shall be in
any of her majesty's Indian territories under gov¬
ernment of the East India company, or within any
of her majesty's foreign or colonial possessions,
shall be allowed thirty days from the Mine of pub¬
lication of this order for loading and departing ;
and if met at sea by any of her majesty s ship*,
shall be permitted to proceed, if, upon examina¬

tion, it shall appear that their cargoes were taken
on board before the expiration of the above term,
providing they have not on board any officer in
naval or military service of the enomy. or any ar¬
ticle prohibited, or contraband of war, oi despatch
to the Russian government.

Also, that any Russi in vessel which, prior to
the 2J)th of March, shall havtr sailed from any for¬
eign port, and for her majesty s Indian territories,
or foreign or colonial possessions, shall e per¬
mitted to enter such port or place, utid discharge
their cargo©?*, and afterwards forthwith depait^without molestation ; and that any such ve»»el, if
met at sea by any of her majesty's ships;xsi all bo
permitted to continue their voyage to any port not
blockaded.

, _ ,A despatch from Vienna affirms that the Greek
government had purcha-fd three Russian ships ol
war lying in the port ot Trieste, with all thg ma¬
terial of war which was on board. 1 he same de¬
spatch state* that the combined tleets were about
to blockade Odessa.
A letter from Odessa, dated the 2.)th ult., states

that on that dav there war not a man-of-war in
the port ofSebastopol. This statement, however,
does not at all coincide with the statement made
in the House of Lords by Lord Clarendon.
A telegraphic despatch Irom Copenhagen con¬

firms the intelligence of the Russians having evac¬
uated Aklaud.
The terms of the new propositions mode by the

Emperor of Russia, already announced in «>ur col¬
umns, are confirmed, and it is added that the Em¬
peror declares himself ready to allow the details to
be settled by means of negotiation in a congress,
which might, lor instance, be held at Berlin.
A project of law has been presented-to the

French legislative body, augmenting the contin¬
gent of lb53 by the number of 00.000 men. 1 he
Mwf/mrdeniw the irutli ot the report that the
government is about to ruiso ail additional lorce
of 10J,000 men.
The possessions of the mosques are to be de¬

clared the property ol the Stale. 1 he refusal of
Sheik-ul-Islain to consent to this arrangement
was the cause ofhis deposition. All the military
posts in the city of Constantinople have been rein-

lorced, and strong miards patrol the streets.
It is said that the imperial family ot Kussia will

proceed to take up its residence in Moscow.
It is now believed that the Prussian govern¬

ment leans towards an alliance with the western
powers, though this tendency will not be immedi¬
ately manifested in any overt act. li will be
shown by a rupture with Russia, on event which
everyday becomes more imminent. The explan¬
ations given by the minister at war to the com¬
mission on the loan will not be included in the
communication ubout to be made to the second
chambcr.

, , ,The Turks were not driven hack on the ~'-d,but
made n spontaneous relrognde movement. At
Tultschn, the Russians lost above 1,500 men. Two
battalions were cut to pieces.
The Pf ris correspondent of the London Times

writes on Thursday evening, theOih instant: Des¬
patches were received to-day at the lurkish em¬

bassy from Vienna, (lor their accurucy I do not
vouch,) confirming what was said yesterday about
the defeat of the Russian General Uschakofl, and
the retreat of his corps in Bessarabia.

It is also stated thai the forts said to have been
captured are still in the bauds ol the Turks; that
the Turks have crossed the Danube at a point be¬
tween Nicopolis and Rustchuck J that 20.000
Turks are on their way to Trajan's Wall or Bos-
sooa. and 25 000 Turks for the same direction to
Schiimla. Reports are also rife about advantage®
near Kalafat, but all these have to be confirmed
officially.
The Paris Patrie stales that the nceounts ol an

advantage having been gained by the Turks < 11
the lower Danube appeared to be confirmed.

^

It
is positive that the generalin-chief of the Russian
army, after the passage of his troops iuto ihe Do-
brudschu, considered his position so critical, that
he immediately demanded reinforcements from
Bessarabia, Odessa, and even Sebastopol.
According to a private letter Irom Constantino¬

ple, the English and French squadrons entertd
the Black sea on the morning ol ihe 20th, steering'
in ihe direction of Varna. The Charlemagne wnl
the only ship remaining at Beicos. Ii was re¬

ported that this measure Mas combined with a
movement of Omer Pasha.
Mustapha Pasha was advancing his troops in

three lines in the direction ol Trajan's Wall. 'J ho
fieets were between Bulch'.k and \ arna on the
27th.

Several arrests having place at Parma, and,
among others, the supposed murderer of the
Duke.
Spaiiu.Forty thousand artisans filled the .Ireeta

of Barcelona on ihe 13th. They were unarmed;
and when summoned to disperse, ihey refused.They then turned their steps towards the Garcia
suburb, in order to join their comrades oui-ide the
walls. The gates were then barred by the troops,
who, when pelted with stones by the mob. had
recourse to their arms. The result was, that sev¬
eral of the raob were killed and wounded, alter
which they dispersed.
France..The eminent banking firm, Lcroy,

Chabrol Ac Co., has stopped payment. 1 he liabili¬
ties of the firm are estimated at irom twenty-flvo
to thirty millions of Irnncs.

Pakis, April 4..The legislative body hns sanc¬
tioned, by a majority ol one hundred and eighty*-
lour to fifty-one. the institution of a prosecution
against M. do Montnlembert. The Central Jewish
Consistory of France has petitioned the Emperor
to Extend the privileges about to br> obtained lor
ihe Christains in Turkey to the Jev - who may be

subjects of the Sultan. . ,

Paris, Apr,I lO.-The legislativeb<^y h»d .ub-
milted to it to-day a hill increasing to J40.000 men
instead of SO,000, the number ol recruits of the

report1has*been^circuhtfed*lhat°tile government is

government^"to present to-day u> the legislative
body a bill to augment the contingent for the ser-

vice of 1803 by 00,000 men. The Momteur an¬
nounces that the Austrian ambassador presented
nn autograph letier from the Emperor ot Austr-a
to the Emperor Napoleon.
Prutala..Berlin, March 29..The commilteo

on the loan has lately had important conferences
wilh tl'e president of the council, many ol ihe de¬
puties being present. The president of the coun¬
cil said that the Prussinn government, in accord
with itfe cabinets of Viennn. London, and Paris,
and founding ilself on :he views expressed in tho
conferences of Vienna between the tour powers,
will use all its efforts for the re establishment of
peace, He did not, however, ertter into any de¬
tails. M. de Bonin, the minister of war, did not

reply to all the questions put to him by the com¬

mittee; but the explanations given by hi in pro¬
duced a great impression on ihe members ,

and it was revived unanimously to propose to
second chamber lo vote the loan.

nIt is staled by a gentleman arrived from Her in,
that on the 29ih ultimo an important demonstra¬
tion of public feeling again,I Russia
thai citv N umerous bands marched in procestion

iron, in favor of Turkey, F';"7' "i,. .°' Tiand crying : '. Long live ihe allied powers


